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Dr. Klapper's book conveys the impression that he must be a good teacher; 
and the book itself will certainly be stimulating and useful, not only to college 
students of the principles of educational practice but to their teachers as well. 

H. C. Dorcas 
State University of Iowa 



Bookkeeping, Introductory Course. By George W. Miner. Boston: 
Ginn & Co., 1914. Pp. 126. $0.90. 

This is an exact duplicate of the first 126 pages of the Complete Course in 
Bookkeeping by the same author. It develops the fundamental principles of 
bookkeeping and presents four sets, using journal and ledger in the first two, 
and journal, ledger, sales-purchase, and cash-books in the last two. There 
are supplementary exercises and reviews with each set. 

The presentation of principles is clear and easily understood. The four 
sets and supplementary exercises furnish drill in the fundamentals of book- 
keeping. The text is certainly one of the best on the market. 

George A. Beers 
Lake High School 

Chicago 

Outlines of Economics, Developed in a Series of Problems. By Members 
of the Department of Political Economy of the University of 
Chicago. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. Pp. 160. 
$1 .00, postage extra (weight 26 oz.). 

So far as the reviewer knows, this is the first collection of economic prob- 
lems published for general use in this country since 1883 when Sumner's 
Problems in Political Economy appeared. That work consisted of about four 
hundred exercises classified under a dozen headings. The present book is 
also a collection of exercises but it is much more — an Outlines of Economics. 
Of the 144 pages of the book proper more than a fourth is devoted to analysis 
and brief exposition of the various topics. Much careful thought has evidently 
been given to the making of these analyses and the teacher will find them help- 
ful and suggestive. In fact the book will likely find its greatest use among 
teachers rather than students. When put in the hands of students it is not 
expected that it will displace the usual textbook. While these problems 
may not often be answered with the exactness and certainty of questions in 
mathematics and physics, they serve to make economic doctrine more definite 
in the mind of the learner and to give that grasp and mastery of theory which 
can come only with its application. For example the question, "Suppose a 
sudden doubling of the amounts of all kinds of goods (by miracle, if you choose). 
Would values be affected?" (p. 54), though not drawn from "the familiar 
events of economic life," is admirably fitted to bring out the part played by 
marginal utility in the determination of value and also the fact of different 
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elasticities of demand. That the method of economic problems is not more 
used is not due so much to a lack of its appreciation by teachers as to the limita- 
tion of time and of assistants under which most instructors labor. 

Teachers of economics have been placed under a debt of obligation to the 
authors — Leon C. Marshall, Chester W. Wright, and James A. Field, both for 
the Outlines, and for the accompanying sourcebook, Materials for the Study of 
Elementary Economics, which appeared in the fall of 1013. 

Edgar H. Johnson 
Emory College 
Oxford, Ga. 

A Handbook of the People's Health. By Walter Moore Coleman. 

New York: Macmillan, 1913. Pp. xi+307. $0.70. 

This book is the sixth in the "Practical Hygiene Series" published by the 
company for the author, and is designed to serve as "a textbook on sanitation 
and hygiene for the use of schools." The table of contents indicates that 
the following wide range of topics is discussed, "The Need of Public Health," 
"Fresh Air and the Prevention of Disease," "The Prevention of Disease by 
Pure Water," "Clean Milk and the Prevention of Disease," "Pure Food and 
Pure Food Laws," "Food Values and Economy in Food," "The Prevention 
of Infection; Human Carriers," "The Prevention of Infection; Insect Car- 
riers," "Hygiene of Work and Play," "Mental Hygiene," "A Sanitary Home," 
"School Sanitation," "The Public Health Department," "Health and City 
Life," "Rural Sanitation," "Industrial Hygiene," "A Sound Body Conquers 
Disease." To all this is added in an appendix an illustrated chapter on 
"Prevention of Accidents; Exercises for Practice in First Aid." 

There are undoubtedly many usable chapters which the rather sensational 
illustrations may assist in appealing to interested readers, while the style of 
presentation is avowedly a departure from the usual textbook form of blocking 
off topics and subdivisions. Nevertheless the sympathetic critic experiences 
no little difficulty in collating naturally correlated items of interest and informa- 
tion, and it is highly conceivable that school pupils may experience equally 
baffling results on their first introduction to the subject-matter; all of which, 
be it added by way of parenthesis, raises the observation that the ages of stu- 
dents for which it is adapted are not specified. 

However, the ideal as forecast by the author is good, the object aimed at 
is worthy, and in this form the book offers a valuable introduction to a wide 
range of topics that cannot fail to contribute to better citizenship and more 
sanitary homes. 

D. P. MacMillan 

Department of Child-Study 
Chicago Public Schools 



